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changes. It will not improve by exchanging
one dictator for another. It will not improve
if we prop up the same tyranny for the
false promise of so-called stability.

As I told the Cuban people last October,
a new day for Cuba will come. And we
will know when it’s here. We will know
it’s here when jailers go to the cells where
Cuban prisoners of conscience are held and
set them free. We will know it is here
when Miguel Sigler Amaya is reunited with
his brothers, and they can say what they
think and can come and go as they please.
And we will know it is here when the La-
dies in White no longer make their silent
vigils or live in constant fear of assault or
arrest.

Until that day comes, the United States
will continue to shine a bright and revealing
light on Cuba’s abuses. We will continue
to tell the stories of Cuba’s people, even
when a lot of the world doesn’t want to
hear them. And we will carry this refrain
in our hearts: Viva Cuba Libre.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to President Raul
Castro Ruz and former President Fidel Cas-
tro Ruz of Cuba. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on the National Economy
March 7, 2008

Earlier today I spoke with members of
my economic team. They updated me on
the state of our economy. This morning
we learned that our economy lost 63,000
payroll jobs in February, although the un-
employment rate improved to 4.8 percent.

Losing a job is painful, and I know
Americans are concerned about our econ-
omy. So am I. It’s clear our economy has
slowed. But the good news is, we antici-
pated this and took decisive action to bol-
ster the economy by passing a growth pack-
age that will put money into the hands
of American workers and businesses.

I signed this growth package into law
just 3 weeks ago, and its provisions are
just starting to kick in. First, a growth pack-
age includes incentives for businesses to
make investments in new equipment this
year. These incentives are now in place,
and they are starting to have an impact.
My advisers tell me that investment in new
equipment remains solid thus far in the
first quarter.

And as more businesses take advantage
of these new incentives as well as lower
interest rates, we expect investment will
continue to grow and that businesses will
begin creating new jobs in the months
ahead.

Secondly, the growth package will pro-
vide tax rebates to more than 130 million
American households. These rebates will
begin reaching American families in May.
And when the money reaches the American
people, we expect they will use it to boost
consumer spending, and that will spur job
creation as well.

We believe that the steps we’ve taken,
together with the actions taken by the Fed-
eral Reserve, will have a positive effect on
our economy. So my message to the Amer-
ican people is this: I know this is a difficult
time for our economy, but we recognized
the problem early and provided the econ-
omy with a booster shot. We will begin
to see the impact over the coming months.
And in the long run, we can have con-
fidence that so long as we pursue
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progrowth, low-tax policies that put faith
in the American people, our economy will
prosper.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. on
the Colonnade at the White House. A por-
tion of these remarks could not be verified
because the tape was incomplete.

The President’s Radio Address
March 8, 2008

Good morning. This week, I addressed
the Department of Homeland Security on
its fifth anniversary and thanked the men
and women who work tirelessly to keep
us safe. Because of their hard work and
the efforts of many across all levels of gov-
ernment, we have not suffered another at-
tack on our soil since September the 11th,
2001.

This is not for a lack of effort on the
part of the enemy. Al Qaida remains deter-
mined to attack America again. Two years
ago, Usama bin Laden warned the Amer-
ican people, quote, ‘‘Operations are under
preparation, and you will see them on your
own ground once they are finished,’’ end
quote. Because the danger remains, we
need to ensure our intelligence officials
have all the tools they need to stop the
terrorists.

Unfortunately, Congress recently sent me
an intelligence authorization bill that would
diminish these vital tools. So today I vetoed
it, and here is why.

The bill Congress sent me would take
away one of the most valuable tools in the
war on terror: the CIA program to detain
and question key terrorist leaders and
operatives. This program has produced crit-
ical intelligence that has helped us prevent
a number of attacks. The program helped
us stop a plot to strike a U.S. Marine camp
in Djibouti, a planned attack on the U.S.
consulate in Karachi, a plot to hijack a pas-
senger plane and fly it into Library Tower
in Los Angeles, and a plot to crash pas-
senger planes into Heathrow Airport or
buildings in downtown London. And it has

helped us understand Al Qaida’s structure
and financing and communications and lo-
gistics. Were it not for this program, our
intelligence community believes that Al
Qaida and its allies would have succeeded
in launching another attack against the
American homeland.

The main reason this program has been
effective is that it allows the CIA to use
specialized interrogation procedures to
question a small number of the most dan-
gerous terrorists under careful supervision.
The bill Congress sent me would deprive
the CIA of the authority to use these safe
and lawful techniques. Instead, it would re-
strict the CIA’s range of acceptable interro-
gation methods to those provided in the
Army Field Manual. The procedures in this
manual were designed for use by soldiers
questioning lawful combatants captured on
the battlefield. They were not intended for
intelligence professionals trained to ques-
tion hardened terrorists.

Limiting the CIA’s interrogation methods
to those in the Army Field Manual would
be dangerous because the manual is pub-
licly available and easily accessible on the
Internet. Shortly after 9/11, we learned that
key Al Qaida operatives had been trained
to resist the methods outlined in the man-
ual. And this is why we created alternative
procedures to question the most dangerous
Al Qaida operatives, particularly those who
might have knowledge of attacks planned
on our homeland. The best source of infor-
mation about terrorist attacks is the terror-
ists themselves. If we were to shut down
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